[Problems of periodical health controls in the light of experience of Italian Diagnostic Center].
The medical, social and economic problems and implications involved in periodic health check-ups are considered. The starting point is the early experience of the Italian Diagnosis Centre and the examination of what has been done by Centres working in the field for some time. The intention is to stress the importance of defining in detail those pathological factors worthy of investigation and of showing that the purpose of the check-up is to pinpoint the correct diagnosis as quickly as possible. "Early diagnosis" is considered to be an area of primary importance in the struggle against disease. Finally, the social importance of the check-up in reducing the incidence of hospital admittances and average hospitalization is stressed.